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Abstract

In the aftermath of Israel’s War of Independence, the IDF demanded that the
civilian planning bodies consider the security requirements when planning
industrial and critical infrastructure location. This demand was an outcome
from the fear of another round of fighting; the IDF self-perception as
responsible for national security; understanding that all possible potential must
be mobilized in order to achieve a quantitative / qualitative balance between
Israel and the Arab; the tremendous importance that civilian industry and
critical infrastructure has during and after the war.



As part of its geophysical planning, the IDF classified industrial plants and
infrastructure according to their importance in an emergency, when each
classification had specific geophysical characteristics that included:
geographical and topographic location and the means of protection. All this in
order to create an optimal defensive situation for the plants during the
potential war so they can continue working. The article examines the
establishing of the deep-sea port of Ashdod as a case study for these military
requirements.
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