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Abstract

Modern warfare as seen by the IDF Planning Department consisted of total war
between nations, their current and potential economies, their material forces and
their mental capacities. Thus, planning for a war came down to planning the
creation and organization of the country’s overall combatant potential for military
confrontations and to achieve the strategic goals of the State.

Numerous studies have examined the issue of the components of national power.
Researchers have considered tangible elements such as numbers of soldiers, the
military budget, GDP, population size, industrial production, energy consumption
etc., as well as intangible elements such as the nature of leadership, organizational
bureaucratic efficiency, type of government, social cohesion, education, etc. as
underlying national power.

The IDF viewed the education system an essential part of Israel’s national potential
and a major factor in turning the younger generation into good, disciplined soldiers
not only in terms of physical fitness and a strong motivation to fight and serve, but
also in terms of knowledge, general and professional. For these reasons, the IDF
sought to shape the curriculum according to its security requirements and
professional needs.
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