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Abstract

This article takes on deciding the two-decade-old controversy among Israeli intelligence scholars
and practitioners over what caused the outbreak of the Palestinian uprising in October 2000.
The article reviews the different estimates produced by various Israeli intelligence agencies and
explanations for the immediate causes of the swift escalation of protest and riots into a full-
scale Israeli-Palestinian confrontation beginning in October 2000. The “official’ estimate adopted
by the Israeli Intelligence (IMI) blamed Arafat for premeditating the eruption of violence.
Adversely, the Israeli Security Agency (ISA) maintained that the eruption of riots was a popular
response to accumulating grievances ignited by the visit to the Temple Mount by MK Ariel
Sharon, the head of the opposition. Differences emerged not only among Israeli intelligence
agencies but also among the IMI senior figures, though the dominant view presented to Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Ehud Barak focused all along on Arafat as the culprit that pulled
the strings behind the violent events.
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