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From Heroic to Post Heroic warfare in the IDF — The experiences of tunnel
operations in Gaza Strip 2002-2014

Abstract

Israel's national way of war has gradually become "post-heroic” and is very risk-
averse. Unlike most research that looks at this process from the macro level, this
paper presents this process through the experiences of IDF combat engineers
involved in tunnel operations in the Gaza Strip. Participants in the study were
interviewed and shared their experiences during operations against the
subterranean threat in the Gaza Strip from 2002 to 2014. The information
collected was defined as an "operation in tunnels” since we did not find any case
studies of close combat in tunnels. The main themes found include: "tunnel
operations experience,” “Classification and self-selection of personnel”,
"Accumulation of operational experience,” and "danger and heroes.” We present
an analytical model of these themes that includes four types of operational
organizations that served to counter the threat posed by the enemy in
underground warfare. This model reflects the process of Israeli warfare
transforming into post-heroic warfare, including the allocation of resources to
technologically based warfare. However, we emphasize the possibility that this
process can become heroic based on the operational experiences of combatants in
the theater of operations. Understanding this process is important for
understanding the IDF’s fighting power in the event of another high-intensity
conflict

TPMRYD PNYnn 7" 5% "VY2d NMNY DN NPYRIAND MOINNN
VIRN HTH HNURA MIN VMAN IRIAND JPNVDNN YAV ANVRIN DYIYD NNINON INRD
DOYXNRD DR IRNY 17 (national way of war) "I"MIRYN nnNYNA 717”7 2wWIND DR
(Hart, 1932) MNINYN MAIDIR MPTH DMYRNIRIY DPVINOM DPINNIRD ,DPNIINN
PIRD MOMTYN MITN NIROYW NPMIRHD MITNOND IRMY DT IVIN WYY 101N JUNI
RN NNIRYN NNNYNN 77 .(Citino, 2005; Reid, 2011) INYYON 19IR NRY IRANA M DR
IPR” MNNY Ran 9270 YY5 7972 ,07550 DPVKI9YT DPYNIAN NMIMD HY NN
MoInNN %Y MIINN MYAVNN DR APYINN T DT IRIAND PIIRD YV MNP0
5w NN DR DAYARNND IIPNN NN DN YY) (lived experience) NMYTDYN
RN TPNRYDYN MOINAN ,NIRT DY .RAND MINN IR 1IpN DTV DIRYMN DN
(Ben- NINYN MORY DM DMV DN 1AW 19IRD DRNNA NANIYN GRY NV 1Y
5® MYYA IRNY TWAR NINITDY MOINN VAN NR .Shalom & Benbenisty, 2019)
the dreary and ”) MYNWYN 317 DYV DIVPNI (Wikan) 1P IR NININIRD
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NANYN 1T NIPpNN W (Wikan, 1991, p. 291) N1 DY DYP YW (“intensely meaningful
SV DYDYN PN PN NYYNRD VNHN” AVPIN IPNNY I MDYN MpRY moinna
PND052 HHINY NINON PR IR RIAND MPVR NPT KV 11N TWARN 0HrN
NOYTYN MIRIAND NIIPNN 1AW TITN DR D) 1YIN MPYN HY NP DY MoInnn
(Ben-Shalom & Benbenisty, 2019; Ben- M27p TonN2 I1v9aY R PIRNNY jNRNND
,INPN NIpN RN MINING 1N SV NYToYn NINN TINYD .Shalom et al, 2019)
Ben-) Y7NN1 MYRIINVDIA NNMH YV NMINNAND DR P20 NIVARN RNY PON
.(Shalon, 2018

MY PN Y7Ax ywa XY (9N DKWY YRIN) ANVRIN PIAY nnndn RN
DR 97X NPY NNNYNN INRY MY MY HYI IR IR NPTN IR TGP
NIRAX ,NNITIND NHIPN .DINPRN QIR NTANND ANNNN MAPYL ,0NY1 NAY 71T
0 31 1NYA NPTNN DY NINPN MARYA DN VN N2MIN PN NN DYNPTN
D120 Y109 19110 1P 1YYYN IRIAND TIPYAM ,TIRN M DIPINAN DNINN MYV
0NN NYITIV NIIPNN NN DR DNRXY HY HapHY IXHRIYV DNITRN DX 70 .29pN NTYA
990 DTV DD D100 IMINNIDY IMISMIND VYA WY a0 TIPanY L,HNN D
MNDXRD HY H2IPN N YNNIV MTIARD NYW IR DM PR YR YV NInean
NYHRNMIPN NNINYNA VYA 927N .NTHIND HY NPNPVIN MION PHNI NRT HPY HRIWA
NDIRN NYDIYIRN TINR HINR YV DTPN 0N NPV DNARY DHPN MIN DAY
,ANNYN 2850 DHYa NWRIN NXIITN2 NNINWA 200 IRNA YW 1MvN nY¥nna Ynn
YR DMWY (Ben-Shalom, 2018) YRV D) AMIT MY 727 NIIVRIN PI2Y NNYNM
,07112°010 MIYIN’NA NIAIRND NIPYI TR "IIRITNVDIO NNMY” MO0 DIRINN
Coker, 2009; Kober, 2015; ) T'NIIR 1PDIYIIRD P2IR PTIN NY'NI MTIRN NTH02
.(Luttwak, 1996

MXPN NN RIVN DR VMY MINR MIT MITN MPYINI 17IWD 07PN NRnHn
onY'nd MaXTyn i NNk NN Sy nnndn nPorR DvwY ,DTRD M DR JNYY
MM MM MIRXNMIN MON MPTN TN IR ,DPN1TN DIRY DWHN NIV NNINRA
PN LpnInn onYnY MarTyn 0 NNMYa MaMYn mMyTN JWRI 0’17 DMpna
mMNNYn 13 0MNNON DIPN VYN ."N»PI” NPNTR ,NNTPNN 1PNYIOV YY mooann
MY L(Kober, 2015) DT W MM NHYYANN YININY MOTNVN MITN ,PIann
TION DTN PPON 2PY ,NYRI DHNIN IPNY NIVN IIYRIAN ANNT RN MININA
P

WPIPIND THNA hrnb
MNVON VTN IR NN Napnn nnmdn P‘?TD WPIAPTHNN PN VINY
197 ,AMYVM NNVRIN D2YN NNNYNI MININA DNMYD IVNNYD NVTNN NIRAND
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WVRYHY M NYPYRIPTIN 1RMY MIIN .(Richemond-Barak, 2017) DRIV nNnNYNa
MMR DAY ,DRIVONA NI ANTO 'NYI INY DOTYNN DINIRY MINIR
NINARN ARMMIP MINNIY 293 MIVTPIRY PNTN PYI DY IR DNY’AY NNIONND
WPIPTIINN THNA NNMY NPT NY NYRIL .NMIANTTMNIR SV NININIO0N TMAAMTY NoNY
N2 DNYNY NIV NNYPI NANII NV 2pY ,0Ya AnmY YW MNIdN PaRN 1NN
DANIM NPNNN MA27 YY NPNWN 1131 M2IYN 139 (Mega-Cities) NYPIY DMYa
TIT DMININN DIR 2 1PDNIN NV D MIIYNN HYUNY T .00 Ipnnd 11o;nY
MPT MY DINM Y21 DINN2 YYRIVID (107N POV 1721721 INTRY Nnnn vyap
223 YV YYD LAY NYINT DY HRIY D123 HY INN YPIpa :MTIN nnmY
NYNM ,9071 MIVN 920 DP”P ATY 91232 MININD MNR .(Ortal, 2018) 11129 HRIWY?
59%1979” 1211910 D10 PR TNRY AT NI D1INN HRIY? D133 AnTan manna
Hecht, 2014; Marcus, ) NVYTIY? MTN Y7AX PN AT INRN DPRY Myn nnb 1

(2015
NI2NN MMM YD 09NN LDNIR 1NI2 NNANN DTN 91232 YPIPTIND DYRN
mMa1p DXIYY AYNNY MYNON VA LYPIPN 21aY 2P 119M IO MOIvS
N2 VRNV YN ,MININND YV PXRINN 197Y NR DRNNI 11°20 MITHL I0VINNN
INRY .MNYRN IND WWVN GRY DY NYINT N2 YR YV Davna Yanh 1
2YNY NIVNI HRIY PINY NYapnn MAMN NPan nbnn I INn mpnannn
MIINN 1N NNR MYXRNRA .N90N IR NAPNN JTNXY NRT .DYaNN Hv MTT2 NYHIN
T PRRN TON VNN L2006 M2 VOV TYYY HPNN DR GPIONY DRANN NYOXN 1HHN
Mana 19NN IR NNIRNY HRVN INYNL 1TIN VI NAPNN MMM L, anInm
Shapir & Perel, ) DYNMR YV qRI DWVINN DAMY YW NPIN IPYNIN TWARY *Td T

(2014
MNING MM’ MYNNRA 1PIDY PHARN HRIWA TIVI WYPIPTIND DYRD MNNAOND oy
TTPANY MTNY NIITHL MPIN DPRY DPYRIAND MMON MIDIYN NIPNAN .0PNINI0
AWV NRVIAN T MINNAND T IRIN VIPIN HROT JTNHYVAY MIMNA NR INRY
Ra¥ 5® M1IN2 WVIARY MIAN HY 00aNN VIPIN (Marcus, 2015) 'RAX MYINON
DR MIYARNN "MNTIN% MNNR" onNrYnm ,n7wn 0YIvYn NINYNI NMI2NTMINIR
5% M2aIn 3 YV (Marcus, 2015) X1 .ANANYN ORY N2 1YY'R TIT5 ONYNNa YN
5w NY922 DMPN DIVDIN PN YTN OYRIANM MTNYN ITINP MTN ,INAN TIpd
ORIY SV TMIRDN NNNYNRA TITY T WA MIMIND DYR DY TTINNNY Y'hN
oy TTNNNY IYY0  NYONNA ATV MW NWRTAN NIRAND MIAIND NN
9272 N MANT MIYVY MMYP YYD NIYON .IPYPIPTIN AnmY YV DMINRD
Y® NINVYNN DVY NDAM NNaAn NPNAN HINDAY DPRANY DINIR YV DNYY
WVIATAY NONN MPVVIR DWW IMNT (Finkel, 2011) NPRAX NPNYNOVI DPRIAN DINVR
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m”Nvasnm NYIpRn NYNN ,NPYNRYTDYN NMDINANT DR D3 NYY1D Rar mMan
Desjarlais & ) N1MY2 DIRXNIN VIR 212 HY DNYP NN DNPN NR MIARND MNY
219N PYN RN MIIMN NNMY YV 1IN NNPTDPN MVINNN L1 I (Throop, 2011
N2 NIYIND MIINNDNN MIAPYA TIN»A ,1PYPIPTIND NNPMOSH DINN PN MM
NWITH .(Ortal, 2018) NANNN DXARYA NYPYIN NIXNY NNTPNN PNYN0 Y
YW VPN DY TIRN VYA 2T ,NNNYNL YWVNIRA DIBA 1N NNYYIIN YNNIO0N
00 nnmb

977182 DY NN NPMY HY DPAININR DMIPNN INRY VP 1PN IPNNN NIONA
M IYAVIN AT DINNA 1DIIYW DVYNN DPNIANA DIPNNN (Berger et al., 2023)
MOIND VPN (2014 1P WII) NNMY HY NPOVMRIVTIINDIDAN INITIAN
DYADN APRYN IR TINY .pNIYY 9PN ROYW DINN 9732 IRWI T 1KY YW Myorn
MINYN TR T NN PRARN N STNINAY DINNA YV NADN MIaN VAR DN
JIRIINODI NNMYY HRIY? YV 7aYNna

now

PO

5w NIV DIANYNN DPIIR DIONM DPNDIDDY DIANWN INRY AT IPNN NN
IpNNN H7AN YV IRIDIN DN MNIAY PRI RIM TPYPIP NN NNMY2 DTRPAm DNMY
99 VAN 1IN NMIVYVHY DIPYRITND TWARY TYNY N12IN XN PRI MPRNRL NV
oy VP NN 2NNNY MO MTIY DTN MYNNRI MR DIORIIND DMV
IPNNN YY DIRIING 117200 IRIAND MPWAN DIPIND DM PRV DIPRIIN
YRINY DIPN Y32 DY NIWIN 19N INRY .12 9NNYAY DNNIDN NR 157D PIIIOM
SN2 1R TNR QNNYN .Nap 21 IR DNTIAY Dipna ,onaa YHr 771,07 Yy
TIN2 MRXYN YINAL DANNVYAN YV NMDINNN MNIRTMY NAVPN MY OnNa
T PN .0V DAY TPRVIY DPYRIN DOYIPR HY DMIRMY VI YPIp NNN
TNPNI NIVN PINPN PWIRD DNAPWD 2D NINRY PVYNN PONN HY NORY v
MR 1AW NNYPRAY NP1 DIYRITND ,NINVINNY .DINN2 IpNN DY PRY 119N
TN .DA0N DIYRIIND MXOND NVPA JPRMIN INRY 192YY NN VAN 19INA
21232 AnNYa QORI YRR NNN JIN2 ARNY YY YT APV 7ann ATy 1
2997979 PR TNIRY 2005 MW MPNINN 7aY VYN DINN

DYONNYN
YT YV 29 NOTINN DINN DRIPINA DITPANY WYPN 22 VN IPNNI DANNVNN
7Y YV OTIN NIVIN YYD NN YV PTRAN .0HR — YN0 217 NMITA NVIN
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nMIpRN MY Y TRpaN RIN AT Y91 .NWN MM NRNY NR TWARY NN HY 21pn
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ARY LAY NYINT PN DPRIAN DOYNIANA 197 ,295T920 Y 91200 WIAd JTNIRY ,DINm
NOTINN YN SV MIMIND DTN VYOV DRINI DITPANI DIYPN 1PN DIVYRIIND
mMInNYn M%Yad NoTINN DTN PONI NOYIOY MPNPAN INRY NPINY 23PN
NOIPNA 1N HIBNNYN DNAY DYRIAND .AVDN YT HY NYAIpn NOTIND YINa (R7H0))
297 .2014 MW "R PINY YRIAND TP 2005 MWL TP NPININ MPNIAN INROY
L0210 PR7 NNOND DI WA TNIRY N HRIYW 51235 DNNn WY 1PoNn
(5™) 19N TN UM 1AW YIIRD NYA HHD MR IR "INy Naaw” ooyxNana
MY nuNSNn HINa PN WY DR DTRPAN DY VN DIRIIND P .NNmnY

.2006 MY NIVN

NP

DINN DOYIPRY D200 ,0°°Y7N 12701 MIAVRIN DR RIP IPNND NNIN MVIRD TNR I
nn .(2003 ,TPY) MW TON NYINVP NRY VWINN VR DON MWNR 1IN INRM
AN PR MPYVRT .DMIPINN YV MAMYN MIYRH2 1T IIMRY MNNN NIIVPN
DN ;7NN MININA TIPRIAN NHIPA HIRXMY NPNIVRIN MNND YIIRY DRNNA
IMWINR TYNNA .MDY NI PR PWR YD NPAN ;DIRD M Y nrnnm
VNN PAIR MYPINRL W ITON TITP MY IWR NTN X JTIRY NYHIWRIN NN
oY MTTNNA JNRY 57X T HY INMIRY DITHN YIS YDIAT PXAY 1PN NN N
MININA NNMY MNNAaNN MRY IRXMWY DNINA DR PN AT TIN .MININD DR
DTN DYYRIN DIANNA 12 JNT MAIPNI Y NYINIL DVNINNWY 93 Y7nNa

DIRXNDN

NN NN NYYXRIN NHWH

1193 921 7' DIYNNAY ,DYVI92 DPYWY MININI DMYYA NOIPN YY DINMYN MDD
Dnaxnd INTPY NApNN NR Y9 7171 1955 DNMHON .0MAY2 MIWN NAT IMPN
NRY NOYNANN AYIVAN NR YR DNYIN NRY T DT DO DR ,MININD N7
19207 DAYRIIND .ONPNA T NPNY DIPN DAY MYNVND DR R NNNON NTN
Y0 MWINNN %Y 19INY N2 T HY DVONNN NYap Yy MmN nY HY N1
IR NNMOY ,MIMIN YW NOMIPY MY 112D DT NDN MYIYHA D 11X DN .19IN2 IYNN
N DNAY DYRINA IPOY DNAON N D227 .MTIAYN IR 1Yan Yovn SV onHyand
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NMS” AVIND D NTNRY 12 1IN0 .MINRD IR YPIpn YV noMp v HHia oovias
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IR 190INN N2 21TY 28N IR 212 N IRIIDA NANIN NN RN NN
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[...] 2 nxp Mand [..] MRIY 9N wom L] IRYA [...] AR .MINS 1'n AR
NYND 212 N [..] NN NDINY AXN NN AT PMNN NN 7N AT [pmN]
PN L] DM 0 AT a L] DMIR 2IRYY MARYN D3 PIRY 100 [..] DYvIn
moaY [...] AN DMTYN DPY DTN DY 1IAN NP .0INT 10N’ XA N1 HIN
1179910 RY [L..] IR AT VN IR 7IXP YIN Nvon pa At oYIR MR, 0TPNnY
nNIND AR ,0°N0 VYWY 1Y NNN DIRNAY ,1T 101 1PNY AN Yar oTn Ny
IR 20 DN [...] DT AN NXPWII .0 NN NNNRND APINN DR 9N
wRN VY [ AT YTY ANR L] 0T 9T prwa R DRI Ap 9o (L.
2N 5v MM DT DY PRP) NNnann nanmmnn pnh qon vy
(homnn
DOYTPY R HY ,NMYY TIRN NWPY NIMIN N1 YW HYRIND VPN VI AT VIVINA
DONNN ,DINR D17 D90 D) NI LN N0 DYWITN DTRNN .NNYH RN D
20 125 NMYN YHYO TITA 29PN NI PYIPR LNTININ N DY INNYI ANTN DIYHN
YW qRY DTPAN YV D27 DMPAY RN 199 ,RaANN HHO3 27 Yy DDA DITRAN
N9 5V NNY JYNNI .MVM PAY YV MAYT DWVIND NIXYA NPT Yp
SV PHNN NYHIN ,MINMINL PYRIN 1YY YV DNIRN DNV YN NN
50 NMYNYN 92721 PIION AT MAYNM ,NNNY AT MYYN DY MITINNN
DAPARNI MIMNMYVPN MNNDN MNIN NPT 1IMN PN 1YY .7aY7T7a 11 1Hwa
TIT2 7 .00 KPS N2 WNRNWN ,AINIR 112Y IRN DY PAIRI NIMINA YV D1Dan
91902 NINYNRN LITITIN 2P DTV DRNY HY NIRMN TIRN TY NNV 1YY Y9
%IV .MINDM NIYIYN ,NVP LT ATIAY T I PPN MIYAIRNY NNTYNN
N0 RIN DYDVANPN PINARNN TNRY ,72081 1102 NPNN 1IN TN OYNan
1 NVINN HY NNYY
RY DNA¥N MR TIRY 9127 900 TIRND ANR ,DN0N VP INVIRA DI INR
T1IXY 1373 DR 2NMIR DR PaAn ANR Y TInY NoIn INRYI 70 072y
DR 12nY YN RY RIN IR 270912 TIRND RIN IHYN R¥NIY DNON PY 1717
D3 TR ;RN DT 70 010 RN RIN NOYND DRY 7IRVIPNIRD DR MYYHY 0t
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93 70Y AWAR [...] N ,NTN THINN PN .NIVN NNRI RY N1 .00 RN AT NONY
YNN NXP PITN OT AT LINY N3IN NI IDIRI IR AT — Y INRY 0N
9932 9192 790 NNRY IR KNIN NNRI 2572 PI INRY D07 VI DY AMIPY
NNRA RY ANR DR 77210 NNR2 ANR NI Pan RY INR ,DTYRN Y933 nown
LDORIDM PRP) RRY DY NAYY PIN ANRY NK1 PR W2 [L.] 1 NR 990
(homnn n v mammn nTne
nya) NNInn JWRI ,MININ PNY DAN NI ora YT MY SN DIvn THna
nMYY NNWY 92TN LIWARN Y30 NIMIND NN Yannh W 0 R (IpNND nonMy
moynY PRY PIPRI N0AN RY NININY DD 172 ,MINR MNIPNA NYYY NOaNn
DYN DY 1YY MIVYRIN PNN .NMIMN nombYY my»n ATna Tvna ,nyTn Yy
2109 DTPANM DINMSN NR DRAND DY NPV NN ,MIMNY NN 19NN
N5 012019 PNPON NR VY MNNN HVNY ATIN KYRIN AXN YPI HY N1 1D
TPON IR YN H¥RY NN AMPNRY ,MIMT NVIND YW 1MINa 1MWR NN
V%Y NYVINNA D22%WN NP DINYY 1N PN W NRT NMYY .N2INY 190mv
PINY DNHYYY 0IP17°2 DI270) DR WX 1ONNN YINAY INT PN INR NPV
TINY N7VP L1 DR ,NI1INY DIPNY AVOSNNN .NPMINY TN R 19V 191INY N7
R 293P0 DTV DTPAM DINMY DWRNINY  YXINA 1YIWAN NYNND TWInn
NPMIND NYRIAN NIIYNN YV DXNON NMYHY ,MYIINN NIOD P2 NIV NRLVIN
JPYRann nYwan Hv PwaYy RN 1N NPMINI DY NN DINYHY

mi”nnmm DnNrn
NPYWNY TIRNN DTR M NMRY DNYNN MININA NIRIARN NNIYAN TIRNA VN PHN
NNRNM ,01IN NaY% TIY HRIVIA Y NNN NYaIp MY 1Nn PYIN ,NIRIY a1
SV NPNTN NTINI DYIDN DNY DOYINRI YRIN NPT M2Ip MPYH DITIYIND
T3 TIN AWYI NPNYY 11N TIRND VN PON LHYINL .NPNPIDYM NN MNIN
5wa ,NNM5N T3 PIN AVYI PYN N NN 0N pYM ,N2Ipn NIWINT MIVN
DYTIPAN D'TTN NINY YINAY N IR A (PN POIN .OYRANn 1YYan mao
199 DTPANNY NNXN MaN YV TN MIPD NONY RY GR1 MPYn 1aY 190RIY
D'YNN NN NYA PIVYNA DIRIIN DNY DYV’ .(Ben-Shalom et al, 2012) NYIYON
79 9V .12 9NNYnY DYAN DAY PRIN HY WIT DVIN ,NNMWNY DINIRNND DITRPANM
IR PINY YRAN THNNI TIRN 1123 PNIP0 NYYA NHIWAY 1D 27Y NONN TPAN 190

JNTRn HY DINMY Y N0 PIRIIN

J70MIR NINa ANRY PRI

J19" RN

J70MR NINa AN 2ab” PRI
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TR 3% W MR NRT [L.] IR DOWIRD DR 720 Y W L] DRY IRIIN
[...] © TR IN2 NN NIRY DIR 12 9PINN DI ...AR RINY ,ORIN TN TPOn
%2R ,0919 YY PNOYY NMNRA DY IR DR RIN PRI [L] AR, MVYY N PR
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M 2MNG M0 ANR [NDPR YY) 1 ANy M0 DR DWIR NPR HY” PIRIN
Annonn NYNNNYI DRy DR N990 RHY IR INR 20MIR 798N
ANy DAY L0917 N N DAY DIWIRN NR IR ANR [..] ARY (RN
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